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HOLLIDAY PIGMENTS PRESENTS SPECIAL EFFECT GRADES AT CHINACOAT 2009 

 
18 – 20 November, Shanghai New International Expo Centre (SNIEC) 

Booth E3G17-20 
 

 
Longstanding supplier and manufacturer of technical Ultramarines, Holliday Pigments is using Chinacoat 
2009 as a platform to present its high gloss (HG) and high transparency (TR) grades for achieving 
specific effects across a wide range of coatings applications.  
 
Showing in Hall E3, Zone 3 (Booth E3G17-20) the company is focusing on its Ultramarine TR and 
Ultramarine HG lines following a shift in demand for its finer grades in China.  Furthermore, the Chinese 
government’s RMB¥100billion commitment to improving its infrastructure is creating opportunities across the 
numerous industrial sectors served in the Yangtze River Delta (YRD) region and increasing demand for the 
types of industrial coatings catered for by Holliday Pigments’ Ultramarine HG and TR - including automobile, 
electrical equipment, mobile phones, bicycles, metal casings and similar applications.   
 
“In volume terms, Asia is probably the largest consumer of technical ultramarines in the world and 
special effect pigments remain highly sought after within Asia’s coatings sectors, where ultramarine’s natural 
transparency offers many possibilities for specifiers and designers,” said Holliday Pigments’ Managing 
Director, Glyn Jagger.  “Its unique position within the colour space means that no other pigment or 
combination of pigments gives such a chromatic, red-blue shade that works in synergy with interference 
pigments.” 
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While Holliday Pigments’ Ultramarine HG offers a high gloss, high strength finish; its Ultramarine TR 
achieves the highest strength blue with the highest transparency.  Careful control of the particle size, 
particle size distribution (PSD) and Ultramarine chemistry enable these distinct effects to be achieved while 
retaining the superior performance with which Holliday Pigments has long been synonymous.   
 
Ultramarine TR 
 
The way that light interacts with pigments and other components in the coating system is critical to the 
outcome. To achieve optimal results the Ultramarine must be as transparent as possible and feature a 
highly chromatic mass tone so that it maintains brightness in combination with other pigments.   
 
Hollliday Pigments’ Ultramarine Blue TR meets both these criteria. Its carefully controlled fine particle size 
distribution and similar refractive index to the majority of resin systems, gives excellent transparency. 
Furthermore, in comparison with other commonly used blue pigments, TR works in synergy with 
interference pigments, giving a final effect that is unmatched by any other combination(s) of pigments. 
 
Ultramarine HG 
 
Achieving a high strength, high gloss finish is similarly demanding and pigments play a fundamental role in 
the level of gloss achieved in any coating system. Previously, reaching the level of gloss desired was often a 
compromise between particle size and depth of colour, with the finer particle sized grades traditionally giving 
a less intense depth of shade.   
 
Holliday Pigments’ Ultramarine HG overcomes this issue through careful selection of fine particle size and 
tight control of the PSD.  The result is a higher gloss value with a depth of colour 15% stronger than existing 
Ultramarine grades.  Furthermore, the higher strength of the pigment and its finer particles leads to a lower 
pigment volume and improved particle ‘packing’ in the coating film. Therefore providing coatings producers 
with cost benefits as less pigment is required to achieve a higher gloss finish.   
 
Proven performance 

“Our strength of position prevails from the technical properties and proven performance of our ultramarines,” 
said Glyn Jagger.  “Where domestic suppliers tend to compete on price - adopting the strategy of producing 



lower quality grades at lesser cost - our Ultramarines appeal to a more discerning customer looking for a 
very pure, high quality product that will guarantee the best performance for a particular application. 

“Holliday Pigments’ Ultramarine TR and HG grades offer the unique properties sought by many of 
Chinacoat’s visitors and we look forward to demonstrating the potential for our specialist pigments at the 
forthcoming event.”  

For further information visit www.holliday-pigments.com  

 
-ENDS- 

 
Notes to Editor: About Holliday Pigments 
 
Holliday Pigments is the world’s leading supplier of ultramarine pigments, which are used in a variety of 
applications including plastics, coatings, cosmetics, artists’ colours and printing inks. Exporting to over 80 
countries, Holliday Pigments has dedicated customer and technical service teams at its factory in France 
and its commercial office in Singapore. 
 
Holliday Pigments has a proud 125-year history in the manufacture of technical quality ultramarine and is 
the only ultramarine manufacturer in the world to have invested in Flue Gas Desulphurisation technology, 
reducing sulphur dioxide emissions inherent in the manufacturing process by more than 99.5%.   
 
In August 2008, Holliday Pigments joined Rockwood Holdings Inc., becoming an important addition to the 
Color Pigments and Services Division. Rockwood’s Color Pigments & Services Division is one of the largest 
worldwide suppliers of colored pigments for construction, coatings, plastics and specialty applications. The 
Division’s manufacturing sites and customer service centers are located in the United States, United 
Kingdom, Italy, Germany, Australia and China with additional sales offices located in Singapore. For more 
information on Rockwood, please visit www.rockwoodpigments.com.  
  
The Rockwood Color Pigments & Services Division is part of Rockwood Holdings Inc., Princeton, N.J., 
U.S.A. Rockwood Holdings, Inc. is a leading global specialty chemicals and advanced materials company. 
Rockwood has a worldwide employee base of more than 9,500 people and annual net sales of 
approximately $3.1 billion. The company focuses on global niche segments of the specialty chemicals, 
pigments and additives and advanced materials markets.  For more information on Rockwood, please visit 
www.rocksp.com. 
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